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1859 December 20, 1907 

Poisons placed 38, 187 

Notices served 83 

Ships inspected 41 

Ships fumigated 6 

Certificates signed 21 

Antiplague operations in Point Richmond, Cal., week, ended December 7, J907. 

Sick inspected 8 

Dead inspected 8 

Premises inspected 248 

Nuisances abated 37 

Rats found dead 75 

Rats trapped 110 

Poisons placed 7, 050 

Anti-plague operations at Emeryville, Cal., week ended December 7. 

Premises inspected 206 

Houses disinfected j. 2 

Nuisances abated 1 

Rats found dead 13 

Rats trapped 36 

Poisons placed 2, 638 

Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, December 3 : 
Week ended November 30. Seventy vessels were fumigated and 
certified to and 42 vessels previously disinfected were certified to. 

Reports from Seattle, Wash. — Organization for suppression of 
plague — Summary of plague-prevention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cof er reports, December 3 : 

The organization for the suppression of plague at Seattle is 
now complete. Following is a description in detail of the system 
adopted, together with a summary of actual work done to date : 

Organization. — All measures are directed from the central office 
and through several district departments. The central office is locat- 
ed in a six-room building especially built for the purpose, on the cor- 
ner of Jackson and Maynard streets, a location practically in the 
center of the district where the two proved cases of plague were sup- 
posed to have originated. The central office comprises quarters for 
executive and clerical work, quarters for the Service bacteriological 
laboratory, morgue and necropsy room, animal barn, and poison 
manufacturing and distributing depot. The building is equipped 
with such conveniences as gas, electric light and telephones. 

The operating division consists of the division for the disinfection 
of vessels, the bacteriological division, the division of medical inspec- 
tion and reports, and the division of special municipal policing. 

The executive department consists of a division under the Public 
Health and Marine-Hospital Service, and another division under the 
mayor of the city, who is represented by a special health officer. 

The Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service furnishes medical 
supervision, bacteriological service, and men and materials for the 
disinfection of ships. The city of Seattle supplies the necessary men 
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and material for the municipal work. All the operating divisions 
are under the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service except 
the division of special municipal policing, which, together with the 
municipal accounting, is under the special health officer. 

General plan of campaign. — A general inspection of the city of 
Seattle showed that the bulk of the policing and general sanitary 
work would be confined to about 218 city blocks, the work to extend 
in a minor degree over the remainder of the city, the treatment of 
plague-infected foci being determined by the actual conditions pres- 
ent therein. In the work of rat extermination it was decided to in- 
clude the whole city. The disinfection of vessels is limited to vessels 
leaving Seattle for Puget Sound and Alaskan ports. The vessels 
plying between Seattle and San Francisco are regularly disinfected 
at the latter place. 

Work of the operating divisions. — The division for the disinfec- 
tion of vessels is under the charge of Passed Asst. Surg. M. W. 
Glover, who has three special temporary attendants assisting him in 
his work. The disinfection is done by means of burning sulphur in 
pots. 

The bacteriological division is under the charge of Passed Asst. 
Surg. M. J. White. The laboratory is in full working order. Rats 
both dead and alive are delivered daily at the laboratory and exam- 
ined bacteriologically. Each rat or collection of rats as the. case may 
be bears a card stating the locality where found. It is the intention 
in the future to bring all bodies of persons dying under suspicion 
of plague to the morgue, where a necropsy will be performed and 
bacteriological examination made. A supply of guinea pigs and rats 
for animal inoculation has been provided for the animal barn. 

The division of medical inspection and reports is subdivided into 
six sections, each under the charge of an acting assistant surgeon. 
The first section is in charge of Acting Asst. Surg. A. J. Nelson, who 
has 8 men and 1 large wagon ; the second section is in charge of Act- 
ing Asst. Surg. W. H. Hall, who has 8 men and 1 large wagon; the 
third section is in charge of Acting Asst. Surg. F. S. Palmer, with 8 
assistants; the fourth section is in charge of Acting Asst. Surg. 
Edmund F. Taake, with 9 assistants ; the fifth section is in charge of 
Acting Asst. Surg. J. C. Boyle, with 6 assistants ; and the sixth sec- 
tion is in charge of Acting Asst. Surg. W. L. Ludlow, with 8 assist- 
ants. These officers are assigned to regularly defined districts com- 
prising areas each covering from 9 to 20 city blocks. Their duties 
include' a detailed inspection and written report of the sanitary con- 
dition, rubbish, and garbage disposition, and the plumbing status of 
each house by number. These reports are typewritten and classified. 
The medical officers cause all rubbish to be removed or burned and 
rat poison to be systematically placed where rats may have easy ac- 
cess to it. Every householder is given a written order to procure a 
prescribed garbage can, and the failure to comply with said order is 
made the subject of a special report which is forwarded to the chief 
of police for action. All plumbing irregularities are reported 
through the executive office for transmission to the regular city health 
department. 

A systematic policing of premises is carried on under the immedi- 
ate supervision of the medical officers, and a house-to-house inspec- 
tion of the occupants of houses is made. Detailed maps of every 
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block of importance from a sanitary standpoint are drawn and filed 
in book form where they are easily accessible for reference. The 
districts are repeatedly inspected in order to insure constant compli- 
ance with the sanitary rules. Rat poison is prepared in large quan- 
tities by a pharmacist specially employed for the purpose, phos- 
phorus, barytes, and arsenic in regular rotation being used on 
brown bread. The poison is spread on bread at the headquarters by 
5 men who are constantly occupied with this work. The pieces of 
poison are placed in 2-gallon buckets, 200 of the latter being in use 
for the purpose, and delivered to the rat poisoners by means of 
wagons. The progress of the work is followed by the use of different 
colored pencils and pins on a large city map spread within easy view 
of the working force. In addition to the use of poisons for the exter- 
mination of rats, there are 2 professional rat trappers, who work 
systematically with rat traps and wagons. Finally, the special sani- 
tation fund offers a standing bounty of 10 cents for each rat delivered 
properly tagged at the headquarters. There is a special inspector 
whose sole duty is to see. that all butcher shops, provision, and fruit 
stores are rendered and kept rat-proof. 

The work of the division of special municipal policing consists of 
general and special police work. This division tears down or burns 
all unused or worthless buildings which cannot be rendered sanitary. 

Plague prevention toork to December 3. 

Sick persons inspected 3 

City biocks inspected and reported upon 653 

Nuisances abated 667 

Cubic yards of rubbish burned 563 

Cubic yards of rubbish removed 649 

Rats delivered and cremated 7, 26C 

Rats killed, estimated 25,000 

Rats examined 300 

Rats found infected with plague 2 

Pieces of rat poison placed 576,540 

Garbage cans installed 2,000 

Transactions of the division of special municipal policing. 

Blocks inspected 484 

Garbage cans installed 7,500 

Cubic yards of rubbish removed 13, 000 

Old buildings destroyed 26 

Plague death at Seattle, October 30, verified. 

Doctor Cofer further reports, December 7: 

A death that occurred here October 30 has been verified as hav- 
ing been due to bubonic plague. This makes a total of 3 cases and 
3 deaths. There has been no case or death since October 30. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND CITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES UNTABTJLATED. 

California — Stockton. — Month of November, 1907. Estimated 
population, 23,000. Total number of deaths, 20, including 2 from 
tuberculosis. Cases: Diphtheria 4, enteric fever 8, scarlet fever 6, 
smallpox 1, and tuberculosis 2. 



